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NUS’ family research
centre marks 5 years

Research dedicated to family
and population issues in Asia

Rahimah Rashith

The National University of Singa-
pore’s Centre for Family and Popu-
lation Research (CFPR), which is
dedicated to researching family
and population issues in Asia, cele-
brated its fifth anniversary yester-
day.

Since it was established, the cen-
tre has consulted with various min-
istries in the Republic on policies
relevant to issues on ageing, mar-
riage and fertility, early child devel-
opment, young adult develop-

ment, and social mobility.

It has secured more than $11 mil-
lion in external grants since 2014
and conducted transnational re-
search in areas such as changes in
families, ageing, family dynamics,
vulnerable population, bilingual
practices and social media behav-
iour.

For instance, an ongoing Singa-
pore Longitudinal Early Develop-
ment Study - led by the CFPR co-di-
rector, Professor Wei-Jun Jean
Yeung - is examining the current
state of Singaporean children aged
sixyears and below.

The researchers are studying
how family, childcare and early edu-
cation institutions, community and
the state interact to shape the chil-
dren’s cognitive and social-emo-
tional development.

Data from 5,000 Singaporean
children is currently being col-
lected, with special attention being
paid to those from disadvantaged
families.

Said Prof Yeung: “Today, Singa-
pore faces the toughest challenges
in family and population issues like
many other countries in the world.

“Family processes and popula-
tion dynamics are so intimately in-
tertwined to affect all domains of
human life: economic, social, cul-
tural, political.

“Examining both areas together
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allows us to most productively ap-
preciate the trends and understand
the causes and consequences to a
society’s development and individ-
ual’swell-being.”

CFPRresearchers have also stud-
ied the association between family
dynamics and behavioural addic-
tion of adolescents in Singapore;
older Singaporean adults’ labour
and financial decisions; and deci-
sion-making styles of Singaporeans
based on their digital footprints.

Minister for Social and Family De-
velopment Desmond Lee, who was
guest of honour yesterday, urged
more collaboration between re-
searchers and policymakers.

Encouraging further joint stud-
ies in the areas of divorces, ageing
families and transnational fami-
lies, he said: “Research plays an im-
portant role in helping us formu-
late better and more informed poli-
cies that result in better outcomes
for families.

“Policymaking will certainly ben-
efit from an even deeper under-
standing of demographic and fam-
ily trends and a more holisticunder-
standing of the challenges that fami-
lies face,” he said.
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Research playsanimportantrolein
helping us formulate betterand
more informed policies thatresultin
better outcomes for families.

MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AND FAMILY DEVELOPMENT DESMOND LEE
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